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Chair’s Corner

The air has finally cast a chilly prophesy to mark the beginning of the Washington DC Holiday season.  The leaves have gathered to decay and feed the soil, bringing new life upon the forest floor.   Soon it will be a new year and a new rein for the NCSAF .   As the outgoing Chair, I feel so fortunate to have been given the chance to work with a terrific league of professionals.   I personally and publically thank all of the NCSAF Leadership Team:  Eric Norland; Dick Pardo; Jessica McGlyn; Jon Menten; Bryan Petit;  Terri Bates; Jennifer Plyler; Tim Resch; Doug MacCleery; Dwight Fielder; Nadine Block;  Andrea Bedell-Loucks; Darrel Pendris; Loren Ford; Denise Ingram; Fitz (and Paula); Doug Crandal: Rick Cooksey; and Kenneth Jolly.  

NCSAF accomplished a lot this year.  We participated in the phone-a-thon alongside SAF staff calling approximately 600 members; 220 of those renewed their membership bringing in $28,000.00 to the SAF coffers.  We were represented at the SAF convention in Orlando at the Foresters’ Fund, offering a cut-out of President Obama and uncirculated currency among other prized possessions.  We spruced (no pun intended) up the grounds at Wild Acres on two different outings.  We held an auction and wine tasting to invigorate the NCSAF bank accounts and held a number of very interesting program luncheons.  We sponsored an educational training and demonstration on weeds and invasive species and their affect on trees with Black Cat Ivy and several embassies, and sponsored a worthy individual to attend the SAF national convention for the very first time.    

The NCSAF has been described in the past as unusual.  In Art Smyth’s Capitol Forestry account of the Washington section (NCSAF), he quotes Luke Popovich from the Journal of Forestry saying, “their shoes are never muddy, their ties are always straight, and their three-piece suits sometimes suggest that for the most part, forestry was something they practiced long ago in order to come here”.  Art’s reply was “the shoes are still not muddy but as to the tie and the three-piece suit – our chair is a woman”.  Things were changing, even back in 1989 and I am honored to be among all the many past chairs.  While it was mentioned that the Washington section foresters may have practiced Forestry long ago, I believe that each of us, explain and advance the practice of forestry everyday that we work in our nation’s capitol.  Our shoes may not be muddy but all of our hearts and sweat equity are in the right place.

On that note I would like to announce the incoming officers for the NCSAF.  Mike Mortimer will be our 2010 chair.  Chris Farley will be the chair-elect, preparing for his reign in 2011.  Dick Pardo will continue to be our treasurer and Jake Donay will be our new Secretary. Congratulations to all of you and I wish you luck in the coming year; I will still be around as past chair if I am needed.  

Have a very happy and safe Holiday season,  “Each friend represents a world in us, a world possibly not born until they arrive, and it is only by this meeting that a new world is born”  Anais Nin, 1967  

E Lynn Burkett

NCSFA Chair

Reflections of the 2009 National Convention

By Darrel Pendris

When the NCSAF reached out and offered me a scholarship to attend the SAF national convention, I leapt at the chance. I’ve wanted to go to the convention for years. I’ve lusted after Pittsburgh and Portland, beaten back the jealousy of watching others go to Alberta, Reno and Fort Worth. The costs of travel, lodging, and food often preclude young careerists from attending large events like the national convention, but in August the thoughtful efforts of my colleagues at NCSAF gently opened the gate of opportunity. 

Finally, I thought, I can go! 

Grateful for a chance to immerse myself in the accumulated wisdom of an assured cohort of gray-bearded elders, I imagined enthusiastically engaging with groves of wizened foresters ready to tell their tales of silviculture past. Just think! Networking, stories, strategies, and fellowship enriched by the colloquial banter of foresters passionate enough to make the journey and gather together. 

The convention site, a hotel embedded deep in Orlando’s vast Disney complex, at first felt an odd place to join other forest professionals. There is little doubt that Disney is masterful at constructing experiences where each visual detail is highly calculated and superbly executed. I found myself marveling at the scale and detail of Disney’s engineering, while simultaneously feeling baffled by the scale of its existence. The company’s talents are, however precise, reminders of how wonderfully imperfect the natural world is, and how much I enjoy it that way. 

Having no previous SAF comparison, the convention seemed to me fairly well attended, with most foresters appearing to be well within the middle or toward the end stages of their careers. With the exception of the quiz bowl and Forest Service job fair, only a modest number of young professionals made the rounds and could be found at events and working groups. The challenge then, and I’m usually eager for challenges, was how to break into the pre-established cliques and social groups that invariably are found at large gatherings. E Lynn Burkett and Dwight Fielder were generous enough to introduce me to a number of their colleagues, an amiable group of folks in federal lands management. 

I found time to chat with a variety of representatives from divisions within USFS, NRCS, BLM, BIA, as well as a number of notable universities, equipment vendors, and interesting outfits like the Forest History Society. A few well-rounded and relaxed hours meant meeting in-person some people I’d only worked with by phone or email before. This does wonders for the professional soul. Agency personnel were all warm and supportive, completely countering the oft-used narrative of an unavailable and distant forestry bureaucracy.

The convention’s keynote speaker, Charles Mann, doled out ample brain food to a crowd eager to hear him speak about the remarkable land-use impacts of pre-European civilizations in the Americas. The affable Mr. Mann followed his speech with a book-signing session during which he took time to speak with each person wishing to meet him.

I aimed to maximize my use of time while in Orlando, attending both the ‘Breakfast with the Chief’ and ‘Lunch with the Leaders.’ Chief Tom Tidwell briefly described his vision for the Forest Service. It was good to see the beaming smiles emitted from the cluster of new Forest Service hires. Getting (or even witnessing someone get) a solid job during an economic crisis is enough to make anyone feel a twinge of joy.

In between myriad sessions, talks, and occasional hallway scuttlebutt, I also spent some valuable time with my first mentor. We compared notes, shot around some strategy, and enjoyed an excellent repast. I’ve always felt lucky to have someone close who can act as a sounding board for my ideas and interests. A little bit of candor from a wise friend, I think, keeps us from the crevasse of arrogance.

Additionally, an exciting technical tour of Florida’s state and federal forests easily illustrated to me the tremendous costs imposed on the state by invasive species. Take home message? Their goals to mitigate the damage are clear, but the resources needed to meet them not necessarily so. 

As I left Orlando, I reflected most on the most valuable but least tangible of assets reaped at the Convention – relationships with other people. These are incredibly important to the arc of our profession, in whatever form it manifests, and I hope that future NCSAF neophytes may learn and benefit from this as I have.

National Capital Society of American Foresters

Washington Academy of Sciences - Capital Science 2010

Arlington, Va., March 27-28, 2010

Call for Presentations
The NCSAF will host a one-day session at the Washington Academy of Sciences (WAS) Capital Science conference on March 27-28, 2010, in Arlington, Virginia. The theme of the NCSAF session will be:

Forests, Water Resources and Climate Change

We invite scientists, managers, policy-makers, community groups, conservationists and other interested stakeholders to participate in the NCSAF one-day session on Saturday, March 27. The session will include two panels representing diverse perspectives on the interconnectedness of climate change impacts on water resources and forests, and the role of forests in potential climate change adaptation strategies. We are seeking panelists to address the following questions:

1. What are the projected impacts of global warming on forested watersheds and the role of these watersheds in water resource quality and supply?

2. What strategies are local, state and federal governments employing to adapt to potential climate change impacts on forested watersheds and water resources?

3. What are examples of partnerships and collaboration among public, private, and non-profit groups to prepare for the impacts of climate change on forests and water resources?

If you are interested in participating in the NCSAF session, please send a brief biographical sketch and abstract of your presentation that addresses one or more of the above questions to Denise Ingram, NCSAF Science and Technology Coordinator at c_denise_ingram@yahoo.com or call 202-205-3611/202-297-5454.  Submissions are due by January 15, 2010. Further details of the two panels will be provided once all submissions are received.

Registration for Capital Science 2010 is now open at the following link:  http://www.washacadsci.org . Please visit the website for additional details about the conference and the more than 20 science organizations that will be present at Capital Science 2010.

Treasurer’s Report

11/16/09 through 12/15/09

This month saw zero income and a major expense for the Holiday Party of $4,342.50. This left a checking account balance of only $174.00 .  At my request, $643.56 was moved from savings to checking  as  a temporary measure  to bolster the checking account, leaving $1,000.00 in savings and  a checking account balance of $1,110.32. The miscellaneous charge was to cover a bounced check from SAF that was reissued and was included in last month’s report.


Current Balance



 Certificates Of Deposit
            $14,415,17



 Cash



                $1.00.00



 Savings Account``

              $1,000.00



 Checking Account

              $1,110.32

               Total                                               
            $16,625.49 

Amounts Received
                     11/16/09 thru 12/15/09                   Year To Date
Dues Disbursement

            $0.00                                    $2,204.00

Luncheon Receipts                  
$0.00                                   $1,140.00

Auction



$0.00
        
                    $1,538.00

Meeting Fee

       
            $0.00


         $0.00

Dividends


            $0.00                                    $523.88

Total Income



            $0.00 

                 $5,405.88
Amounts Expended


Awards Recognition

           $0.00


        $100.00


Luncheon Meals     

           $0.00


      $1,330.18


Miscellaneous


         $12.00


          $179.94


HSD Assessment

           $0.00


          $149.64


Forest Forums Catering
           $0.00



$0.00


Holiday Party Catering
         $4,342.50

       $4,342.50


D.C. Forester

                         $0.00


             $49.38


Website


           $0.00


           $166.80

Forestry On The Potomac grant           $0.00


         $1,500.00



National Convention Expenses             $.0.00

          $1,438.07

Total Expenses


         $4,354.50

              $9,355.11


Net Increase (decrease)
 
    (- $4,354.50)

           (-$3,949.23)







           Richard Pardo

Treasurer

2009 NCSAF LEADERSHIP TEAM

	Position 
	Individual’s Name 
	Phone number 
	E-mail address 

	Chair 
	E Lynn Burkett
	W: 202 785 6594
	elynn_burkett@blm.gov

	Chair Elect 
	Michael Mortimer 
	W: 703 538-3762
	mortimer@vt.edu

	Immediate Past Chair 
	Eric Norland 
	W: 202 401 5971
H/M: 202 641 4396 
	enorland@csrees.usda.gov

	Treasurer 
	Richard Pardo 
	W: 703 549 8700 x122
M: 571 215 2874
	rpardo@mris.com

	Secretary
	Jessica McGlyn
	W: 202 778 9729
	jessica.mcglyn@wwfus.org

	Program Chair
	Jon Menten
	W: 202 452 5029
	Jon_Menten@blm.gov

	Membership Chair 
	Loren Ford 
	W: 703 605-4478 
H: 703 369-4792 
	lbford@fs.fed.us
lorenb.ford@gmail.com

	Phonathon Chair 
	Bryan Petit
	H: 760 294 3139
W: 202 720 7252
	brp@obpa.usda.gov

	Communication Chair 
	Terri Bates 
	W: 703 538 1134 
	batesmt@verizon.net

	Newsletter Editor 
	Jennifer Plyler 
	W: 202 205 1751 
H: 301 445 4815 
	jplyler@fs.fed.us

	Webmaster
	Tim Resch 
	W: 202 712 4453 
H: 703 660 9292
M: 703 470 3166 
	tresch@att.net
tresch@usaid.gov

	Tellers and Auditors Chair 
	Darrel Pendris
	W: 703 255 2700
	pendris@nwoa.net

	Nominating and Professional Recognition Co-Chairs
	Andrea Bedell-Loucks
Nadine Block 
	W: 202 205 8336
W: 202 463 2753 
	abloucks@fs.fed.us
nadine_block@afandpa.org 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dwight Fielder 
	W: 202 452 7761

H: 703 534 6425
	dwight_fielder@blm.gov

	Historian 
	Doug MacCleery
	W: 202 205 1745
	dmaccleery@fs.fed.us 

	Policy Chair 
	Rick Cooksey 
	W: 202 205 1469 
	rcooksey@fs.fed.us

	Science and Technology Coordinator (WAS) 
	Denise Ingram 
	W: 202 205 3611 
	cdingram@fs.fed.us

	Wild Acres Liaison 
	Dick Fitzgerald 
	W: 202 205 1753 
H: 703 378 8114 
	rfitzgerald@fs.fed.us

	SAF Council Representative
	Kenneth Jolly
	W: 410 260 8502 
H: 410 263 1989 
	kjolly@dnr.state.md.us
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